
The Library´s role and relevance in Media 

Education



Some Principles of Media Education 
By Len Masterman

• Media education is a lifelong process
• Media education is investigative. It does not seek to 

impose specific cultural values. 
• Media education is a holistic process. Ideally it 

means forging relationships with parents, media 
professionals and teachers. (librarians as well)

(Various versions of this list (18 points)have been circulating among media 
literacy teachers for several years. Readers looking for a more detailed 
explanation of these principles should consult Len's work Teaching the 
Media).



Media Education Work in Libraries
Projects
Administration: The Finnish Library Association
Financing: The Ministry of Education

• During 2006-2008 the Finnish Library Association implemented a 
Ministry of Education funded media education project

• The purpose of which was to educate librarians in appreciating the 
changing media environment and working as advisor to children, young 
people and adults in libraries

• The project enhanced the librarians´awareness of new trends in the 
media environment through comprehensive training and media 
education activity packages.

• Training sessions were held across Finland

• In 2007 the principal aim was to promote the cooperation between 
schools and libraries



Media Education Work in Libraries

• In 2009, an even more extensive project will continue to 
develop media education work in libraries, especially focusing 
on the education of children

• The project consists of the formation of a regional trainer 
network, organization of training events, production of 
materials, setting up a media education website directed at 
library professionals and establishing a portal designed to 
children

Cooperation with State Provincial Offices, Finnish Society on 
Media Education, Media Education Centre Metka, schools and 
public libraries.



Our principal aims have been

• We really take children into consideration

• With childrens´ help we catch parents

• We organize staff training days 

• Cooperation between schools and libraries

• New partnerships

• To offer new tools to do work

• To do library well-known of the Media 
Education field



Librarý s role in Media Education
Is to help especially children to

• Offer skills to meet and understand different media texts or pictures and 
to critically evaluate them as well.

• Skills to produce different media texts.

• Teach children to use internet within bounds.

• Encourage children to come to their own conclusions.

• Protect children against the dark side of the internet

• Help children with their information retrieval skills and help them to 
compare, to choose and to utilize the information they have found. 

• Help and guide them to use communication and media related 
equipment.

We are not only librarians. We are teachers, we are educators, we are 
guides.



Where we are now

• We have 23 regional 
trainers across Finland

• Media education 
website for library 
professionals 

• ”Media Education in 
Libraries” book will be 
published in October

• Have developed a plan 
of action

We have to concentrate 
in..



The most central points in Media 
Education

• Social media
- social networking sites like, Facebook, MySpace, YouTube, 
Flickr, Blogs

• Digital games and  virtual worlds
- WoW, SecondLife

• Information literacy
- information retrieval has changed
- Google, Wikipedia

• Media literacy
- book is a foundation stone, but children´s world has 
changed (moving pictures, sounds) 

• Copyrights
Who cares?
We can´t apply, we have to know exactly



Relevance
For children

• We offer experiences, our time, new skills,  a safe 
place to stay and meet friends, information services, 
help them with their homework, we answer their 
questions, we play with them, we are available on 
the net or IRL

We help them to 
find their way here



And we have to understand
where they are… What they are 

talking about …
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